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Between 1933 and 1945, the Nazi government arrested approximately 100,000 men for the “crime” of homosexuality.

Roughly half of those arrested were sentenced to prison, with an estimated 10,000 to 15,000 men sent to concentration

camps. Historians assess the death rate of homosexual prisoners in the camps to be as high as 60 percent.

Nazi policy against homosexuals was more than an assault on individuals. The regime destroyed the world’s first equal

rights movement for homosexuals and lesbians as well as the openly gay social world that thrived in pre-World War II

German cities. It would take decades for a new gay rights movement in Germany to emerge, and even longer for the

truth about Nazi persecution of homosexuals to be uncovered.

An unnatural sex act committed between persons of the male 
sex or by humans with animals is punishable by imprisonment;
the loss of civil rights may also be imposed.
–Paragraph 175, German Penal Code, 1871


